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By Mary Gay Humphreys.
IN ONI" i)!' the ftougon-Macquart series, "Ah B>n«

lieur dcs Dames," Zola has described the rise of
such great "inagnsins" as "Au Bon Morclie," the
forerunners of onr department stores. One chapter
is derotea to a study of the bargain counter, or

of "occasions," as they are termed In France.
It was not the commercial aspect of the bargain

intovDotofl tlto nnvftllcf hut its: fnflnpntfp

upon tbc minds, morals and manners of the women who
throng ti e shops. It was easy enough to demonstrate
its truthfulness by going to the grand stairease of
"An Hon Marche," which overlooks the bargain troughs
in which the "occasions" of the day were placed, and

witnessing one of its characteristic scenes.

Women surged several rotv. deep afOond each trough.
These nearc "defended the approach wlxh shoulders
and elbows. ''"no second row, peeping over their
shoulders. ' .dravored to roach the coveted things be,

Mil outstretched r mis. The outer rows, who

see nothing, thrust*their hands through between
ts and cibows below, hands without arms, pawing

the others until the trough was agitato:] like a

hirlpool, and ribbon ends, laces and gloves tossed In

the air like (lying foam.
It was as if a madness had seized these well-dressed

worn :i, respectable matrons, young drives, women of

liigh anil low degree. Their eyes shone with a fierce,
v. ihl light. They thrust and pushed and" pawed without(hercy. -V few determined, collected souls bought

*' the eo" * cuts, but the greatr number, after the
'ted y iiM nerTOCS esdteiacat

ieir way.
of these women and now

as being possessed for the
de of themselves. It seemed

aist, for a Charcot, a Lombroso
ntlemen who now honor our sex

,1 every point of view,
s possible to observe the varying

gain counter on two country women,
are speaking of Paris, may be known

.ench custom as Miss X. and Miss Y.
young women were doing their final

ae/sailing for home. It is needless to

insive on this theme or its relation to the
iter in addressing women.

I day Miss X. went to the shops and re-

s the time of sailing grew near sho confessed
had been following the crowds from bargain

uin trough, but it took away all her
ad no sooner determined to buy this
ihat. Immediately something else preoher In turn. She wanted all, but she

dug, so great was her indecision,
an imposing name for this inability to
a, for this paralysis of the will,
he contrary, bought everything she saw.

h. Indeed, she was a travelling student
9 income. "While her scpil revelled and
great joy in the purchase of costly

1 velvets, she was vaguely conscious
not pay for them. This indisputable
ans restrained her. The e<-tasy of
pon her. She was having a wild, free
itnee that county no cost. She came

""^5 house in a daze. As package
v i<1 ^livprnfl niwl fnftpnr After fiictptli*

t for payment she emerged from her trance
into tears. A male relative here constoppodin and took it npou himself to reueaccumulating purchases and explain the misje

victim to the bargain counter, however, is rarely
yo ing. Yyuth is unreflecting, ignorant, of the value

s money, heedless of cost. The bargain huiiter is tire
4"sion mother of clamoring sons and daughters, the
housewife pressed by the narrow straits of home, the
vain woman with a slender purse. Economy, however,
is not that pa-sion with American women that It is
with French women.

The bargain counter finds itself rooted in. human
nature. "The love of getting things cheap," Mrs.
Stone one wrote, "is .he infirmity of noble minds,"
thus paraphrasing Milton in referring to the fasciua-
tlons of second-hand shops.
Tiio »wefican woman is overborne by her sense pt

it ?asy to persuade her that she owes it to
ad-worked' husband to seize the bargain while
v "Women with allowances and all women with
in hand are liable to these attacks. A fashion.
tnan. whose name is known throughout the
dmits that she never buys a pair of 'gloves
she sees announced a J'sale" in the Sunday

g. All her shopping is conducted in tills manner.
' ait there are two sides to the bargain counter we

know. It used to be said of A. T. Stewart that on

iking a tour of his dominions every morning if he
ind any l<ne of goods not sellihg he ordered it to
reduced in price and conspicuously posted. He
T it not good policy to carry unsalable goods
the public might be tempted by a lower price,
at going into the ethics of the bargain counter

y discussed elsewhere, it may be added that n

ire numbers of women, especially these who

; "Bar^aii? <5oui?(:ers flr tfpe
By Laonors

Leader Among1 Organ

rprr IS question of the ethics of the "bargain counter," which is creating such a

stir just now, might bo answered from n working woman's point of view
without much delay. Ethics stand for conditions not as tlicy arc, but as

they ought to bo. Tito bargain counter stands for conditions as they are,
A but as they ought not to be. Therefore, bow can there be ethics of the
1 III', I'lilil'M J1II1KI U.J U l> I I il LliC Uitl^lJIll UIIIUIII'I*

bargain connter. >

These are pretty positive statements, and to those of yon who are not constantlyfacing the facts which lie behind the bargain counter, they may need some explanation.
It is seldom that the truth concerning these facts comes to light. When it

does, people cry sensationalism and sentimentality, and quiet their better feelingsby saying. "These things arc too horrible to be true; they are only the
mouthing* of an orator, who is ignorant on these questions." But I tell you tlie
pn aelier has not yet spoken who has pictured half the tragedy of the lives of
many of or.r brave women workers. Follow me for a moment and see if you do
not agree with me. t

The articles always to be found at the "bargain counter" are women's 'wrappers,lion.se skirts, morning saeques, silk waists, underwear, children's dresses,
inch's scarfs and skirts, and children's and women's saeques and cloaks.

Wrappers which sell from 49 to 89 cents apiece are made for 49 cents a dozen,
a little more than 4 cents apiece. Try to imagine the women who work at these
garments as being able to live a clean, healthful and prosperous life on 98 cents a

day. I

Silk waists are made in some of our mercantile establishments for OS cents e

dozen, a little over 8 cents apiecei And these things are in such demand that
they are taken from the worker's hands while they are still warm with ner touch
and handed over to the purchaser, so anxious is the public for bargains, which
net the producer $3.50 a week, if she does not lo$e a minute's time from Monday
morning until .Saturday night.

Again we have women's house skirts and underskirts, made for 50 cents a

QG356H.u wo ill? ill who r.s very /Siiiarc can iiiruvt; sirv. uuz.tui ul mrsc xii a »a-a,

which means !?.'{ to- j»ay board, buy clothes and get anything else but of life which
she may desi-'.

'

Worn'" underwear; but the horrors of that trade is an old, old story. You
have .til heard of the wefmen who sfitcli miles and miles of tucks in a day, and

se on blocks and blocks of needlework and ruffles. All for the miserable pittanceof $4 or $1.50 a week.
Children's dresses, those dainty little things which fairly well-to-do mothers

buy for their little ones, acknowledging that "they buy tliem ready made, because
they could not think of making them and having them anything like as cheap."

I wander why it never enters their heads to iiud out how they are made so

cheorpThis is "how." Some other poor mother sits up half flip night and sews on

theni.yes, often.sews them beside the bed of her siek child. And this is the

price the well-to-do "bargain counter" mother often pays. Seeds of sickness often
fall quietly in between the little tucks and plaits and lie in wait for a victim.

Men's bargain scarfs.behind these sit the women who work at home in tenementand in Cat. and sew all day long, from 8 o'clock in the morning until 8

o'clock at night, and often all day Sunday. .Many or mese women never reave tne

spot In which -they work for those twelve hours, having their food placed beside
them on tlje table at which they sew.

I know of one family pf women who work like this. If they have plenty of

work, and work twelve and a half hours a day, they may make $1.50 per day, or

1- cents an hour.
Around holiday time their prices are reduced 23 per cent, because there is

plenty of work to bo- had. Mo you see these women, who are generally re,rruvled
as licing well paid, are forced to contribute $2.25 per weeje. out of n salary of

are members of the Consumers' League, who practise I I /(<
certain discriminations in this matter. There is a

i i 11/ 0\/ ^hOJI
growing appreciation among women that while econ- « J*/
omy is a beautiful "thing, it may be carried too far; #

that consideration for others does not end at one's ["AO /"Y> j J I

own door, one's church, one's social circle; that, far /f J \
distant as they may be, there is still some relation betweenthe woman wIiqsu duty it is to spend eco- JV *3 J OI

noiuieaily and comfortably for her family and the girl VuIJyO *

In the factory, at the loom, at the sewing machine. ^ * -V I

As women have come to Study economic' subjects f nn A h/5
they realise that below a certain w.eekly wage no >1 \ w' /vl 1 |
woman or girl can live without injury to either her

health or her morale. In either case cheap goods such

as women throng bargain counters for are a By Martha £

crime. All reductions in ready-made goods, under- HEUE are a "good mat

clothing, for example, are for the benefit of the pur- 3 counter business.

chaser. To that extent they are able to buy it below B r. .,

fi People are ahvavs ris

a living wage they are responsible, even though ig- J am] jn^̂̂
nOrahtly, for the harm it works. It is with this knowl- ,. ,

,
the bargain counters ua

ei.se, as was intimated, that numbers of women refuse #>,.
*'

,
. ,

ilie people who buy things
to take advantage of conspicuously low prices, and in , names. And they always sni

matters of this sort deal with shops whose goods do .

, .

bargain counters smell of bloc
not fail below a certain price.
These are questions that eneh individual must settle

'' "'10S0( 11

for herself either as her conscience or her Intelligence
^ '° '1,U' s° nl"°^ ,n

prompts. The discussion of the bargain counter is in
"1KS aiIJW^pie niuI at alnios

Itself significant of that larger interest which Is

bringing us all closer together, and is befitting the ( f r\(~\ SJ
nlace and the beneficent season. / N^[vJv/Q I I/Ii/w

s r **

) Mrs. Annie Donahtfe,
Trying to Er.courage Marriage. c Miss Helen Gould guv

The newspapers of Salta, Argentine Republic, give t Mrs. O. II. P. Belinoiu

the text of a curious bill recently submitted to the ) Auxiliary to the Church Te
Provincial Legislature. The purpose of the bill is to ( Mrs. J. R. Lea gave t

tax bachelorhood and spinsterhood, and thus encourage ; Moilie Long, of Bridge
marriage. The means are enumerated thus in the bill: ( up for lost.
Article T. From and after the 1st of January, 1807, all ? Rose Hawthorne Lathi

single men above twenty and less than eighty years , > Julia Levy gave up nl
of age shall pay a monthly tax until they change their ( Mrs. T. S. Slade, of C

oon/iitinn/ T.npv T/inmnnn w»ann'f*r

Article II. Age shall be bas£d on the last censu3. \ Fonr women of Buffalc
Article III. The ^tax shall be graduated as follows: ) jjiss jane pon,i began

For men of twenty to thirty years. So; for men of S j^rg j g Baxter, of

thirty) to thirty-five. $10; for men of thirty-five to ? Mrs s T McOormlck
fifty, 380; for men of fifty to seventy-five, $30; for men > Sadie McGovern saved
of seventy-five to eighty. 50 cents.
Article IV. The following shall bo exempt: t. Widow- ^W,J0 rlse ,n pu,

ers during a term of three years, within which period ^ make a. tj,eir 0,

they shduld contract second marriages. 2. Widows take ev0n tlie excpse
above thirty years of age. Widows, however, who were the bipgaln
married young and are chadless, or who have only one Thp ppopl<y^ ^ Jn^
child, shall be liable to the tax even at that age. Gnp ^ lg ftp m;m who w<
Article V. Single women and single men who reject, ^^ gweatsh anf] (bo 0

without legitimate cause, aspirants for their hands and ,,makes underwear or cheap fin
do not ninrrv slinll be liable to a fine of $500 in favor of , ,and then starves herself to sai
the rejected suitor. .... , the things she s made.ah, tl
Article VI. The proceeds of the tax shall lie dls...,, , , Now, the first person, tae

tribute 1 annually among fathe > who can show they ,, .

,,... against "bargains," is ah rig]
have at least twelve children living, in order that one

. ..
will save her pennies by buyii

may be eaueated In the name of the province. other woman ber youth and h

Miss Ellen Dorteh. now assistant librarian of the live is a miserablp creature it

State library of Georgia, would like to become chief the pulpit man.how about tli

librarian, and a bill will be introduced at the coming by making her own clothes,
session of the Legislature making women eligible for working woman much by that
the position. If the bill passes she will got the po- she? She's a working woman

Eition. band to 'look out for and som

I
<§ause of Untold florrors."
l O'Reilly.
ized Working" Girls.

.?.& :is n Christinas (rift to the "bargain counter," for no other reason than that
work is plenty, or that people want to make cheap Christmas presents.

You arc nil familiar with the "bargain counter" white shirt. Who has not
heard of the wonderful bargain.a shirt of pure Wamsotta tnuslln. four-ply linen
bosom, hand-made buttoii boles, pearl buttons, all for 39 cent3 apiece, or three
for .$1?

Do .ron know liow these articles arc made? First, by the women who work in
our large shirt factories, who are no longer shirttnakers, hut only makers of
parts of shirts.

One girl gets a part of a shirt to make, and becomes so expert that she may
perhaps triple the amount of work she would have done If she were making the
whole shirt. She may be able to make a fair day's pay. But let a hitch come in
any part of the system, and she must stop work. Let her branch become overcrowded,and she is a lost creature. She knows only that one part of sliirtmaklug.shemust g.? learn another part, and half starve while she is learning it.

Again, these shirts are made in the country factories, where the fanners'
daughters go Into the factories just to earn money to buy clothes with. I have

heard, on good authority, that these girls think themselves rich if, after workingsix days, of ten hours each, they had earned $3.
Lastly, these shirts are made in some of our large institutions, whore the childrenare put to work at an early ago, often s" early that they break. Vj. V vr 115

law. If such Institutions ,\!ve .ub!oett6 j'.vctofy K'-'-yo.-iioit would nut happen,but alas, they are not, and the labor of these children, who arc partly sup! 'U i bj the St."!to and partly supported by charity, comes Into the market, is
soul at the "bargain counter," and helps to force down the wages of those who
are trying to keep up the standard of living by organization «

So I might go on, through the whole list of articles to be obtained at our bargaincounters. They would all tell the same story: what you buy cheap some one

else pays dear for.
Co-operation Is necessary in helping to clear the way so that these women

may bo helped to help themselves. Their final deliverance must come through
their own effort. Hut it is out of the question to expect women working these
long hours to take the first steps toward abolishing the conditions which enslave
them.

It would be madness to expect women receiving wages such as I have just
mentioned to stay away from the bargain counter. It Is not madness, however,
to expect those who are better situated and who do care under what conditions
articles are produced, to buy elsewhere; to buy only in such places which can be
vouched for as'having goods produced under fair and proper conditions.

Paying a high price for an article is not always a proof that tile worker has
received a fair share of the selling price. Some of the fashionable tailors in
this city have their sewing done in the sweat shops. In such eases you may ask:
\Vln*i are we to do?

I answer: Tito only way to know that the worker has been fairly treated is
when ho puts ids own stamp 011 the work when finished.that is, "the union
label".a stamp which shall stand for fair wages, goou sanitary conditions in tue

workshop, and a legal work-day.
In order that we may have an intelligent agitation carried on wo propose to

organize a "Consumers' Union Label League," to be composed of men and womenwho will contribute a sma'l sum annually to carry on this work. They shall
also promise to buy, as far as possible, only such goods as bear the union label.

For this way we hope to strengthen organization among working people, establishboards of conciliation, and thereby do away with the strike; induce shorter
hours of labor, and by this means And work for some of the unemployed.
We hope still further to prove our earnestness in this undertaking, and look

forward to the co-operation of the trade unions, so that the label will only be put
on goods worthy of the name "Union Made."

t J' F~* anc* s*10 *,as t0 kp0P "P appearances. The woman who

i£m I, L-C30"* "kt>eps up appearances" has more on her mind than
the woman who works in a sweatshop. She has to

/pv look prosperous and well groomed and happy.to keep
' 0 jTlS0 D(JV llP the self-respect of the deacons and the ministers and

'
'J all the people who believe that religion is the most

p .y~p. important tiling in life, and who pay their ministers

T U1/ \ \/ %r3r/ 'css *lian rllP-v PaJ' n policeman. Take the minister's
) t' wife, for instance, what is she going to do when she
w j j wants a bit of finery to make her look decent at the

^ donation party? Go to an expensive shop and see if
the proprietor will trust her until the minister's salary
day comes around? I'll tell you what she usually does.
She borrows the neighbor's newspaper and she reads
the advertisements, and she goes to the shop that

ly sides to this bargain ga;rs Bargains! Bargains!! Bargains!!!
How about the clerk's wife? How about the carpen;ingin social gatherings tei.-s wif0? How about the butcher's wife? How

ibor meetings and calling about the young woman who has married the
mes. Sometimes they eall young man with a social position and "expectantthe bargain counters tious?" How about tbe young doctor's wife? How
that the things on* the about tlie little bride in the Harlem flat? How about

>d. all tbe women who want to look pretty aud who
tl gatherings are usually haven't much money to spend In the process? How
one.v that they cun buy about the little typewriter, who has to look neat and
t any price. modest to keep lier position? How about tbe women in

s Wlo[(\ei) jHau<? Dor?<? Jfyis Ufee\{. j
of San Francisco, bequeathed $200,000 to vgrious charitable organizations,
e a Christinas tiee and dinner to the noor children sheltered at Woody Crest. (
t purohased a now lunch wagon to bo used on the West Side by the Woman',4 )
mpcrauce Society. S
Christmas tree nn<t entertainment to the poor children of Sunshine Mission. s

'port, found her little sister in the snow when all the searcherH had given her £

op continued her work among the sick on the East Side. t
her savings to save her father's business from attachment. ?

ineinnati. left $10,000 for distribution among charities. ( l
I her little brother from drowning. (
> made up a purse to get an aged friend a home. r

worls:'to relieve distress in the poor quarters of Chicago. >
Boston, gave $5,000 to assist an infant's shelter. (
distributed several tons of coal among poor families In West Side tenements. <
her little brother, who fell through the ice while trying ty skate. )

pits nearly always have the shops, the Saleswomen? Where nre they going to
ivn clothes.and thereby get their clothes? At Broadway, at a shop that
for living of the people does not advertise "bargains?" Who is going to pay
er things. for the things that are not "bargains?" It is the
meetings are two kluds. easiest thing in the world to grow pathetic and indlg»araclothes made lit at* nant and tear-y over the "white slaves" who make
ther Wind is the girl who bargain counter tilings. It is easy and it is popular,
ery at starvation prices, Tears, sympathetic tears, are always popular. I have
re money to buy some of some to sbed. Miue are for the people who wear the
»C bargain counter. bargain counter things. The people' who are just
rich one, who inveighs as generous, just as warmhearted, and just as kindlit.A rich woman that hearted as the ones who call the bargain counters
ig things that cost some names. The people who like pretty things nnd tasteerhope and her wish to fill things and expensive things, and who have to wear
ideod. But the second. "This lovely article at 90 cents." The people who
e mohcy Ids wife saves would like to help the peor, but who are poorer in

Slie doesn't help the their pitiful economies and their miserable makeshifts
, does she? Why should than the poorest poor. The women who wouldn't hurt
herself. She has a bus- a fly.' The women who would do anything In her world
i« children and a house, to help a struggling woman, ahd whose world is so

small and so mean that there is no room in it for anythingbut mean economies.
Some day I'm going to paint a picture. I'm going

to call it "The Slave of the Bargain Counter." It's
gaing to be the picture ji a neat, well-dressed woman,

l'ret-fy young women look better in a picture, so I
think I'll have my slave young. But for ail her youth
and all her good looks she's going to have a "twcntyfor.r-eents-t.o-day"expression. She's going to look as

women look who lie awnl;,e nights contriving a way to
make Johnny look well enough to go to some one's
party. She's going to look as women look who plot
..i.u iJiini uiiu inui:u uuu suvc 10 &«pj) iii> uroenninra,
She's going to look, ns women do v.'ho live in a
little hall room and wash out their own handkerchiefs
and dry them on the window pane, and who tell
the other boarders that they like the upper floors becausethey are so much more healthful. I'm going to
make h&r look as women do whose whole lives are a
series of petty economies and mean makeshifts, and
I'm going to make her face a phophecy in all ils
glow of youth, of the face its going to be at the end
of existence, full of false lace and imitation leather,
and "make believes" of every humiliating sort.
And then I'm going to sit down and have a good genuinecry over it, my slave of the bargain counter, tue
wonlnti who wears bargain counter elotnes.

"Bar^aii) ^ou^ters fire
jMelpful to tt?e progress

of Qreat <$it
? j

ies.

By Henry S'egel.
Proprietor of Biff Department Stores.

THE bargain counter of a decade ago was quite a
different institution from the bargain counter of
to-day. Then the merchant placed a small counter
or table somewhere in his store and threw upon
it in a promiscuous heap all those portions

of j.. which were cither shop worn, out of style
or for which tin re seemed to he no other means of selling.These goods well deserved the name often sjpplied
to them of "Job Lots," and the bargain counter nat-
urally became a place where economical shoppers expectednot only to pet goods for a little price, but knew
in advance that they would only receive such goods as
were not as desirable as the articles carried regularly
on the shelves behind the sales counter.
As long as this state of affairs lasted there was no

fault found with anybody's bargain counter. Soon,
however, the progressive merchant found out that goods
on the bargain counter bad a very quick selling, and
the lowness of the price was so fascinating to the'
women that they neglected the other parts of the store
to patronize it. Then thp thought came to him:. Why
not improve the bargain counter and make it a means of
regular selling, placing upon it not shop-worn goods,
but new, fresb goods at a price low enough to please
everybody.
The modern merchant tried this plan and found it an

overwhelming success. So much so, that the less
progressive merchant Immediately became jealous and
lihjynn f/-» -frill liici nnffi«»viAnri t. ~1
(JI olln I.V u u uio v w 1IU oi'Vilieu (11 >IIW;M'U
to forsake his sliop-worn counters for Uie new and
better ones, that the hew goods oh the bargain connter
were only possible by being unworthy qualities 01; by
Injury done to the laboring people who made the goods
in reducing their wages in order to have the goods so

cheap.
Thus came about tljo mistaken idea that prevails in

the minds of mahy that the goods on the bargain
counter (or, to speak in more modern terms, the goods
sold as bargains, for the modern big store has bargains
on every counter and in every department) are there
because some in the history of their manufacturing
have been compelled to sacrifice their rightful dues. Mo
more mistaken idea about business lias ever entered the
minds of people than this, as nine times out of ten
the modern bargain counters of to-day are not only a

money saving to the economical buyers themselves
(and the majority of this groat arnSy is composed of
the working people), but are in turn a relief to the
manufacturer, as well as a source of employment for
thousands of wage earnersi who would otherwise be
out of work.

j iiust- wiiu uriunae Dargum giving, and Dy pargain
giving I menu offering reliable merchandise at lower
prices than it can be sold in ordinary, are not the
manufacturer who lias been enabled to run ids work
shop all the year round instead of eight months by
being able to dispose of, in one lump, to tlio bargain givingstore, all his surplus stock; or the employes of the
factory who have thus been enabled to hold, steady
positions, rather than being laid off during the dull
months when their employer had more stock on hand
thnn he could dispose of in the ordinary way.
The employes of a, large underwear factory in New

York did not recently complain because when their old
employer failed and the factory was shut down one

of the progressive bargain stores purchased the stock
of yard cottons and linens on hand and started up the
factory again in order to furnish goods for their muslin
underwear bargain sale, thus giving them employment
which thov would not lihro otherwise had.

V

There are perhaps iu New York City alone to-day
fifty manufacturing concerns whose present existence'
i£ due to the fact that In their hour of jneed, when
they were overloaded with goods that could not 'oe
sold in the ordinary way, when creditors were pressing
tliein on every side and when it seemed almost a certaintythat they would be forbed to, the wall, a big
store stepped in with its ready cash and its insatiable
bargain counter and relieved tlieni of the pressure of
circumstances by taking their overload of stock from
oil their financial shoulders.

It Is not those men and women who are working
twelve months a vnrir instead nf stir er ten or those

who are working eight hours a-day Instead of four
hours, on goods which go quickly through the bargain
counter that complain, because in this manner larger
quantities of goods are sold than would be possible In
the ordinary methods of retailing.
Those who do criticise the modern bargain giving are

largely those persons who are unacquainted with the
retail business and have no real knowledge of how

bargain giving comes about, or how helpful it Is to the
enterprise and progress of the great cities. Goods
which are placed 011 the bargain counters of to-day
must ho better than goods sold 011 any of the counters
of a store ten years ago, and this in itself tends to
stimulate and create a demand for higher classes of
work and more skilful workmen thaq heretofore.
The bargains of to-day come to the big stores rather

through a combination of circumstances which has
nothing to do with the interest of the laboring people,
but which lias been bropght about by the purchasing
of an unusually large quantity, by the clearance of some
manufacturer's entire stock or by some other mercantileevent, which in the majority of cakes is rather
a help 'to the artisan, the seamstress or the laborer
than a detriment to their Interests.


